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68 MSS xii

. existential contexts

70 _Maurice Natanson, The Social Dynamics of George H.
Mead (Washington, D.C.: Public Affairs Press, 1956).

1 Buber

72 . Paul E. Pfuetze, The Social Self (New York: Bookman
Associates, 1954); reprinted as Self, Society, Existence (New
York: Harper Torch books, 1961).

3. Van Meter Ames, "Mead and Sartre on Man," Journal of
Philosophy, LIII (I956), 205-219, and "Zen to Mead,"
Proceedings and Addresses of the American Philosophical
Association (1959-1960), pp. 27-42.
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1. Max Fisch, ed.: Classic American \Philosophers
(New York: Appleton- Century-Crofts, 1951

2. Edward Carter Moore, American Pragmatism
(New York: Columbia Upiversity Press, 1961.

3. George Herbert Mead, The Philosophy of the
Present, edited by Arthur E. Murphy with
prefatory remarks by John Dewey (La Salle:
Open Court Publishing Company, 1932).

Hereafter "PP."

4. George Herbert Mead, Mind, Self and Society from
the Standpoint of a Social Behaviorist, edited, with

%3 (PP xv
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

introduction, by Charles W. Morris (Chicago: The
University of Chicago Press, 1934). Hereafter "MSS."
George Herbert Mead, Movements of Thought in the
Nineteenth Century, edited, with introduction, by
Merritt H. Moore (Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 1936). Hereafter "MT."

George Herbert Mead, The Philosophy of the Act,
edited, with introduction, by Charles W. Morris in
collaboration with John M. Brewster, Albert M.
Dunham, and David L. Miller (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1938). Hereafter "PA."

Kenneth Burke, "George Herbert Mead," The New
Republic, XCVII (r938- 39), 293-

Ellsworth Faris, "The Social Psychology of George
Herbert Mead," The American journal of Sociology,
XLIIT (r937-1938), 391.

John Dewey, "George Herbert Mead," The Journal of
Philosophy, XXVIII (1931), 310-311. ;
George Herbert Mead, "Josiah Royce-A Personal
Impression," International Journal of Ethics, XXVII
(1917), 170. )
George Herbert Mead, "The Philosophies-0f Royce,
James and Dewey in their American Setting," Ibid.,
XL (1929-1930), 223. 7

Ad., 231. See also George Herbert Mead, "The
Philosophy of John Dewey," Intetnational Journal at
Ethics, XL VI (1935-1936); 64-81.

1 c. J. Bittner, "G. H. Mgad's Social Concept of the
Self," Sociology and~Sécial Research, XVI (1931-
1932), 6.

A recent paperback selection of Mead's writings
contains the following remarks in its introduction;
"Mead's place as a historical figure in pragmatism
itself is secure, while his reputation as a philosopher
rests ultimately upon the relative status of the
movement as a whole. His place in social psychology
is much less secure, but paradoxically his work there
is perhaps more original. .. Should there be a swing
back to emphases upon rationality and the subtler
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

aspects of communication in behavior, then there
certainly will be a more extensive rereading and
reinterpretation of Mead's contributions to social
psychology." Anselm Strauss, editor; The Social
Psychology of George Herbert Mead (Chicago;
University of Chicago Press, Phoenix Books, 1956),
p. Vi.

Maurice Natanson, The Social Dynamics of George
H. Mead (Washington, D.C.: Public Affairs Press,
1956).

Paul E. Pfuetze, The Social Self (New York:
Bookman Associates, 1954); reprinted as Self,
Society, Existence (New York: Harper Torch books,
1961).

.Van Meter Ames, "Mead and Sartre on Man,"
Journal of Philosophy, LIII (1956), 205-219, and "Zen
to Mead," Proceedings and Addresses of the
American Philosophical Association (1959-1960), pp -
27-42.

David Victoroff, G. H. Mead: Socmlogue et
Philosophe (Paris: PUF, 1953), p. 6.

In "Peirce, Mead and Pragmatism," Philosophical
Review, XLVII (1938), 109-127, Charles Morris
investigates the connection between Peirce and Mead,
and while recognizing similarities%n their theories of
signs, he denies the operation of direct influence from
Peirce to Ylead. Morris,»in)effect, accentuates the
differences, contending-that while Peirce approached
the theory of signs from'’ the standpoint of a logician
and offered a metaphysical (i.e., idealistic) theory,
Mead utilized the genetic method of the social
psychologist and offered a scientific (Le., naturalistic)
theory. An opposite tack is taken by Maurice
Natanson, who argues that Mead's latest work was
breaking through the limits of naturalism to some sort
of phenomenological position, and that Mead's
editors, with Charles Morris especially singled out,
have done Mead a disservice by imposing upon him
the tag "social behaviorist" (op. cit., 2). Natanson is
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20.

21.

right in perceiving that Mead's thought possesses
more metaphysical complexity than the kind of
pragmatic, scientific naturalism which Morris hoped
to marry to logical positivism, but he is unclear about
his main thesis. When Natanson writes about Mead's
development, he hedges, meaning by development
not chronological progression but rather "the
characterization of distinctively variant directions" (p.
6). At least this much can be reported: it is difficult to
read Mead's published articles, going back to the very
beginning of the century, without appreciating the
functionalist character of his theories and the
metaphysical terminology ill which they are stated.
Here John Dewey is perhaps the best guide, and
Dewey has written: "When 1 first came to know Mr.
Mead, well over forty years ago, the dominant
problem ill his mind concerned the nature of
conscionsness as personal and private ... I fancy that;
if one had a sufficiently consecu tive knowledge of
Mr. Mead's intellectual biography during Jthe
intervening years, one could discover how practically
all his inquiries and problems developed dut of his
original haunting question’ (pp.XXXVi-Xxxvii)

George Herbert Mead, "Scientifi¢- Method and
Individual Thinker," Creative Intélligence: Essays in
the Pragmatic Attitude (New York: Henry Holt &
Co., 1917), p. 225- Hereafter."C1."

George Herbert Mead, “"Suggestions toward a Theory
of the Philosophical Disciplines," The Philosophical
Review, IX (Jall. 1900), 2-4.
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Abstract

George Herbert is one of the thinkers whose
views and ideas have been reviewed less. A great
thinker, today more than ever, it seems necessary to
know his thoughts in order to deal with the
consequences of modernity and to find practical
solutions to overcome the problems of modernity.

Therefore, an effort has been made to gradually
publish Mead’s thought in a collection of articles. In
this article, which is an introduction to the theory of
action, with the genealogy of George Herbert
Mead's thoughts in thinkers such as Dewey, Peirce,
the origin of his original thoughts is analyzed in
order to shed light on the concept of pragmatism
intended by Mead.
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